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	Curriculum Map: Department: Humanities   Subject: Religious Studies   Year: 8

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Unit Title(s)
	Jesus and faith in action
	Human Rights 
	Buddhism
	Ultimate Questions
	Science and Religion

	Overview / rationale & statement of importance
	Students return to an in-depth study of Christianity.  Students explore the life of Jesus and His key teachings, looking at what they were and the impact that these teachings have on us as Christians. The unit develops to look at how a faith in Jesus has affected the lives of people historically and in the world today, asking students to reflect on how these key concepts can influence our lives today. 
Students then explore a unit on Human Rights to coincide with MLK day and Black History awareness month. Students look at what Human Rights are, why they are important and what happens when we don’t have them. 
Students then study the religion of Buddhism (another KS3 religion in the LAS and DAS) Students study the key concepts of a religion that doesn’t believe in God as a contrast to the religions studied so far. 
Students then explore Ultimate Questions – Why am I here, Why do we suffer and What happens when we die – from contrasting views, including Buddhism and Christianity and also including the KS2 religion on Hinduism and worldviews. 
Students move on to explore the similarities between science and religion and work to answer the question can we be both religious and believe in science?

	Iterative Links
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge & Understanding
	Denominations, Life of Jesus, how to display religion, agape and the greatest commandment, rebel Jesus, attitudes to wealth, forgiveness, the impact of Jesus’ death and resurrection, Oscar Romero, MLK, Nicky Cruz. 
	What are Human Rights?
Prejudice and Discrimination
Do religions support or undermine Human Rights?
	The life of the Buddha, samsara, dependant origination, enlightenment, nirvana, the 3 jewels, 4 noble truths, 8-fold path precepts, karuna and metta
	Why are we here? – Are we designed? Are we caused?
Why do we suffer? – What is evil? How do we stop suffering?
What happens when we die?
	What is belief, 
Comparing and contrasting creation through science and religion, Awe and wonder, How are science and religions working to help our planet?

	Skills
	The skills that we develop across Key Stage 3 are the 3 key skills from our Oldham Local Agreed Syllabus and the Manchester Diocesan Agreed Syllabus. Progress in theses skills is made by being able to achieve these across the new religions that we study. By being able to explain the beliefs within a new topic will show progress in a student’s knowledge and continued use of skill. The 3 skills are:
1. Making sense of beliefs - Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews. 
2. Understanding the impact - ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews.
3. Making Connections - skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews.

	Literacy
	As a literacy based subject Religious Studies is closely linked with literacy. We routinely develop student’s literacy skills through: 
Learn through talk – use talk to clarify and present our ideas and beliefs, active listening to understand key concepts and the beliefs and opinions of others, talking and thinking together
Learn from text – develop research and study skills, being able to draw out key beliefs from religious text and philosophical view, reading for meaning and understand how texts work
Learn through writing – writing as a tool for thought, explaining the view of their own beliefs and that of others, structure and organising writing – developing points and backing them up with reasons, examples and religious text, developing clear and appropriate expression. 


	Numeracy
	Numbers – Biblical Referencing, BC and AD, Percentages 
Interpreting data – use of tables / pie charts, census data
Time – timelines
Ultimate Questions – is there an objective answer? The difference between mathematical approaches and ultimate questions. 


	Assessment
	The marking frequency in Religious studies is 3 pieces of detailed Wow – How – Now feedback a term on key pieces of work that have been identified within our Religious Studies Curriculum. The 3 pieces of work that receive detailed teacher feedback – followed by student red pen DIRT are:

	
	Autumn Term:
1. Faith in action – the greatest commandment
2. Big Write – should we sell religious buildings and give them to the poor 
3. Summative Test 1
	Spring Term:
1. Human Rights Big Write – the law should be followed at all times
2. Buddhism Key Assessed Task
3. Summative Test 2
	Spring Term:
1. Ultimate Questions Key Assessed Task – Am I Designed?
2.  Ultimate Questions Key Assessed Task – What happens when I die?
3. Science & Religion Big Write – What are the problems and solutions?

	Cross-curricular
	English
History
Citizenship
British Values
SMSC
	English  
History
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	English
Science 
SMSC



image1.png




